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Abstract: Integrating local wisdom in the context of English learning is very important regarding
to the culture maintenance. Learning English as a foreign language has two kinds of motivation
namely instrumental and integrative. This study applied qualitative design by administrating the
questionnaires to two teachers and 20 students. The results showed that the teachers had not
integrated the local wisdom optimally and tended to apply the systemic knowledge in English
teaching rather than the schematic knowledge. However, both of them showed their positive
responses in relation to integrate the local wisdom in the teaching materials. Furthermore, most
students showed their positive responses regarding to integrate local wisdom into English
materials in order to maintain and protect their local wisdom and tradition.

Keywords: learning; English; local wisdom

I. Introduction

Learning refers to a relatively permanent change in behavior those results from
experience. This definition of learning has two important components. First, it reflects change in
the potential for a behavior; it does not automatically lead to a change in behavior. People must
be sufficiently motivated to translate learning into behavior. Second, the behavior changes that it
causes are not always permanent. As a result of new experiences, previously learned behavior
may no longer be exhibited. For example, you may learn a new and faster route to work and no
longer take the old route. Also, we sometimes forget a previously learned behavior, and therefore
are no longer able to exhibit that behavior. Forgetting the story line of a movie is one instance of
the transient aspect of learning.

Moreover, it involves acquiring and modifying knowledge, skills, strategies, beliefs,
attitudes, and behaviors (Schunk, 2012). People learn cognitive, linguistic, motor, and social
skills, and these can take many forms. At a simple level, children learn to solve math question or
to recognize y in the word daddy, to tie their shoes, and to play with other children. At a more
complex level, students learn to solve long-division problems, write term papers, ride a bicycle,
and work cooperatively on a group project.

In relation to learning, there are three classifications such as 1) learning involves change,
2) learning endures time, and 3) learning occurs through experiences. One criterion is that
learning involves change in behavior or in the capacity for behavior that people learn when they
become capable of doing something differently. At the same time, people must remember that
learningis inferential. They do not observe learning directly but rather its products or outcomes.
Besides that, learning is assessed based on what people say, write, and do. But they also add that
it involves a changed capacity to behave in a given fashion because it is not uncommon for
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people to learn skills, knowledge, beliefs, or behaviors without demonstrating them at the time
learning occurs.

A second criterion is that it endures over time which excludes temporary behavioral
changes (e.g., slurred speech) brought about by such factors as drugs, alcohol, and fatigue. Such
changes are temporary because when the cause is removed, the behavior returns to its original
state. But learning may not last forever because forgetting occurs. It is debatable how long
changes must last to be classified as learned, but most people agree that changes of brief duration
(e.g., a few seconds) do not qualify as learning,

A third criterion is that it occurs through experience (e.g., practice, observation of
others). This criterion excludes behavioral changes that are primarily determined by heredity,
such as maturational changes in children (e.g., crawling, standing). Nonetheless, the distinction
between maturation and learning often is not clear-cut. People may be genetically predisposed to
act in given ways, but the actual development of the particular behaviors depends on the
environment. Language offers a good example. As the human vocal apparatus matures, it
becomes able to produce language; but the actual words produced are learned from interactions
with others. Although genetics are critical for children’s language acquisition, teaching and social
interactions with parents, teachers, and peers exert a strong influence on children’s language
achievements. Students who have never been taught the prerequisite social skills which
encompass communicating, trust building, leadership, conflict resolution, group management,
giving and receiving feedback, active listening skills, etc. cannot be expected to work together
effectively (Johnson in Ali, 2019).

In line with learning, English is learned by people around the world and has increased.
Then, the increased learning and teaching of English throughout the world during recent years in
both state and commercial educational institutions has produced a new cadre of professionals:
teachers of EFL.. Some have moved across from teaching English as a mother tongue, others
from teaching modern languages; many have been drawn into service for no other reason than
that their own spoken English is good, or perhaps because they are native English speakers.
English in Indonesia is still a foreign language that is, it is taught in schools, often widely, but it
does not play an essential role in national or social life.

II. Review of Literatures

2.1 English as a Foreign Language

Brumfit, Flavell, Hill and Pincas (1980) classify two main kinds of motivation in foreign
language learning: instrumental and integrative. When anyone learns a foreign language
instrumentally, he needs it for operational purposes to be able to read books in the new
language, to be able to communicate with other speakers of that language. The tourist, the
salesman, the science students are clearly motivated to learn English instrumentally. When
anyone learns a foreign language for integrative purposes, he is trying to identify much more
closely with a speech community which uses that language variety; he wants to feel at home in it,
he tries to understand the attitudes and the world view of that community. Foreign speakers who
learn cultural aspects can take advantage of these cultural insights as a provision for their life in
Indonesia. The cultural aspect supports foreign speakers in speaking Indonesian according to the
situation and condition of Indonesian 1602 society. In addition, introducing Indonesian culture
to foreign speakers can also foster a positive and appreciative attitude for foreign speakers
towards the richness of Indonesian culture (Tanwin, 2020).
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People will see their perspective and recognize that there are other ways of saying things,
other ways of thinking, and other patterns of emphasis by learning a foreign language.
Inextricably bound with a language and for English, with each world variety are the cultural
patterns of its speech community. English, by its composition, embodies certain ways of thinking
about time, space and quantity; embodies attitudes towards animals, sport, the sea, relations
between the sexes; embodies a generalized English speakers’ world view. Teachers must be more
creative in developing learning materials to be more interesting and favoured by students
(Darmuki in Nutlina, 2020).

People face the world from a slightly different standpoint and structure it in slightly
different conceptual patterns by operating in a foreign language. Some of the educational effects
of foreign language learning are achieved albeit subconsciously in the first months of study,
though obviously a ‘feel’ for the new language, together with the subtle impacts on the learner’s
perceptual, aesthetic and affective development, is a function of the growing experience of its
written and spoken forms. Clearly the broader aims behind foreign language teaching are rarely
something of which the learner is aware and fashionable demands for learner-selected goals are
not without danger to the fundamental processes of education.

Learning is a process of changing human life for the better. As from the state of not
knowing to knowing, not being able to be, and not understanding becoming understanding. The
most visible changes when someone has learned is in their behavior. Gagne (in Slameto 2010:
13) argues that, the definition of learning is the modification or reinforcement of
behavior through experience and the process of changing individual behavior through
interaction with the environment. According to Pribadi (2009: 18) the purpose of learning is a
description of general competences and specific competencies, which will help the teacher or
instructor direct the student learning process. By knowing the learning objectives, students will
be motivated in carrying out the learning process in an effort to achieve the expected
competencies. Language learning carried out in schools is not only focused on learning the
main language, namely Indonesian, but also learning in the second language (Harahap,
2020). Learning a second language occurs in association with the community. This is in
accordance with the opinion of Iskandarwassid (2009: 79) which states that learning a second
language occurs in multilingual communities, namely when students must start learning a second
language to be able to communicate between regions, between provinces, or in the community.
In this event the need arises for teaching a second language to take place and what techniques are
suitable for use. The second language taught in schools other than regional languages, also
includes foreign languages. According to the linguistic dictionary, Kridalaksana (2001: 21)
foreign languages are languages that are mastered by linguists who usually through formal
education sociocultural are not considered their own language. Foreign languages taught such as
English, French, Arabic, Japanese and German.

2.2 English Learning Based on Local Wisdom

In learning English, the culture of native countries must be maintained very carefully
therefore the identity and integrity reflected in their characters as well as their spirit nationalism
(Septi 2016). Then, the management of English language teaching that should be on supervised
by professional and skilled teachers who take the consideration in promoting local wisdom.
Moreover, language learning especially English consists of basic principles of life that are socio-
culturally transferred through some socio-cultural values and norms used as guidelines in daily
life. (Diaz-Rico, 2004). In relation to the socio-cultural, culture involves belief and values,
rhymes, rules, and roles in which it has explicit and implicit patterns for living, the dynamic
system of commonly agreed-on symbols and meaning, knowledge, belief, art, morals, law,
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customs, behaviors, traditions, and/or habits shared and make up the total way of life in
constructing a personal identity.

In addition, it can be interpreted that local wisdom is as local ideas that contain wise,
prudent, good value that is believed and obeyed by the members of the community (Kun, 201 3).
Then, it is a view of life and science as well as a variety of life strategies in the form of activities
carried out by local communities in answering various problems regarding their needs. Then,
English materials used in learning not only apply books from the government, but teachers can
also develop teaching materials based on local wisdom.

In relation English learning, there are two domains of knowledge namely systemic
knowledge and schematic. Hedge (2008) points out that the schematic knowledge is out of
linguistics aspects which contains socio cultural knowledge, domain knowledge genre knowledge
general knowledge. Margana (2009) describes that English teachers tend to implement the
systemic knowledge rather than schematic knowledge. However, they must integrate the local
wisdom in their material teachings in terms of having the students be proud of their local
wisdoms.

The integration of two cultures will sharpen the learners’ understanding of second
language therefore they are able to use language in cultural context appropriately. The choice of
English learning based on the culture will assist the learners to comprehend L2 regarding to the
authentic and real life condition (Peterson and Coltrane, 2003).

ITI. Research Methods

This study applied descriptive qualitative design by giving the questionnaires to the
teachers and the students. The subjects of this study were two English teachers and 20 students.
The technique of data analysis used Miles, Huberman, and Saldana steps (2014) which consists
of data condensation, data display and data verification. According to the Richie in Moleong in
Pandapotan (2020) explains that qualitative method is an effort to serve the social world and its
perspective in a world, from the concept of point of view, behaviorism, perception, and matters

of human researched.

IV. Discussion

Based on the data analysis, it figured out that the teachers used the systemic knowledge
rather than schematic one. This indicated that they had not integrated the local wisdom optimally
but they responded in a positive way of integrating local wisdom in the teaching materials.
Meanwhile, the students gave the positive responses in terms of integrating the local wisdom in
the learning material as an effort to maintain and protect their own tradition and culture. Related
to the local wisdom that must be maintained in Desa Kolam and implemented in English
learning were: 1) praying before starting the lessons, 2) Helping friends in memorizing the
vocabulary, 3) working together or collaborating in group, 4) having role play in conversation
topic, 5) giving rewards to the students in their outstanding achievement, and 6) integrating local
wisdom in the learning material. This section focused mainly on reviewing the studies that
discussed the importance of pragmatics in developing second and foreign language. This
probably was the result of generations of learners of English language who completed their
studies in the foreign language with a relatively good general language proficiency but weaker
skills to interpret the messages and intentions that are conveyed in conversations, correctly. This
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particular competence is referred to as pragmatic competence. Findings showed that pragmatic
1067 competence should be developed through explicit and implicit instruction, with the
prevalence of the former, with a range of activities and situations/contexts. Especially the rules
of social norms that are different from the ones in the learners’ native cultures should be given
emphasis. Afterall, communication is not a mere exchange of messages, but it also is correct and
appropriate interpretation of intentions on both sides and being able to respond accordingly
(Ibrahim, 2020).

V. Conclusion

It can be concluded that the local wisdom in Desa Kolam consists of 1) helping each
other 2) working together, 3) Procedural activities, 4) Giving reward, and 5) Being grateful. These
should be integrated into English material at schools. Unfortunately, teachers have not integrated
these optimally since they focus on the systemic knowledge rather than schematic knowledge
such as local wisdom.
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